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Christmas poinsettias, wreaths and other Christmas 

decorations will be purchased to enhance the beauty 

of St. John during the Advent/Christmas seasons. If 

you would like to donate to the poinsettia fund, please 

make your check payable to: St. John Lutheran 

Church. Place it, along with this slip, in an                         

envelope, mark it “Poinsettia Fund” and drop it in the 

offering plate or mail to the church office.  

Donations are due by Monday, December 12. 

Name_________________________________________ 

 Amount $_______  Telephone _____________________ 

Given in memory of _____________________________   

or Given in honor  of ____________________________ 

CHRISTMAS  POINSETTIAS  &  WREATHS 
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Christmas Eve Services  
December 24th 2016 

3:30 Family Service with Worship Band/Communion 
5:30 Lessons & Carols with Communion & Candlelight & the St. John Choir 

10:30 Reflective Worship with Communion & Candlelight 
December 25 2016 

One Worship Service 10:00am 
January 1 2017 

One Worship Service 10:00am 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN WRAP-UP  CELEBRATION                                                                  
On December 4, we will celebrate the very successful conclusion of our three-year capital campaign! The 

campaign’s final donation to Churches United for the Homeless will be presented, Pastor Sue Koesterman, 
Churches United Executive Director will preach, and Larry Papenfuss will share a campaign report between 
services. Please join this celebration of the campaign’s goals: Reduced debt and increased ministry impact! 

 

The Children of St. John Present…                                            

“Twas The year before ChrisTmas” 

Please join us on                                                                    

December 11th                                                             

10:45am Worship service  

Our children have been learning the stories of Zachariah and 

Elizabeth, Isaiah, John the Baptist,  Mary, Joseph, and Baby 

Jesus.                                                                    

Join us as the children bring these stories to song this    

Christmas season.  

 

CALL COMMITTEE UPDATE                                                                                                        
The members of the St. John Call Committee have met several times and  are working their way through 
the MSP (Ministry Site Profile) which is a required part of the call process.  It is an extensive report and 

does take time and effort to complete.  As always, if you have any comments, please let me know.                      
Joel T. Kangas, Chair  jjtkangas@cableone.net   



A Note From the Pastor, 
Interim Christmas                                                                                                                                                          
What are your Christmas traditions? What do you remember doing at Christmas time?  What do you like/
dislike about Christmas? 

While the answers to these questions may seem obvious, I have found that often times they are not. Espe-
cially as an interim pastor of the ELCA, I have received many surprising and oft times conflicting responses 
every place I go. 

Now you may, rightly or wrongly, assume that the Christmas traditions of Pekin, IL (my home) and Fargo, ND 
would be different. But would you assume the same traditions of Devils Lake? What of Sidney, Plentywood 
or Butte, MT (my last interim positions) or North Pole, AK (my first interim position)? Surprisingly (or not), I 
have found that many of our Christmas traditions transcend location because it is - more-often-than-not – the 
people and not places that carry the Christmas story where ever they go. 

We seek to tell the story of God becoming human. We seek to tell the Good News that Christ has been born 
to us. We seek that the “hope and fears of all the years” will this time be realized in us, for us and with us. 

What are your traditions? It depends much more on what you believe, than what you do. If form follows faith, 
then what you do is not dependent upon where you are, but what you believe. As we used to say, "Jesus is 
the reason for the season.” If that is true, then I hope – I know - you will enjoy this season of Christ –mas. 
TGBG – Interim Pastor Paul 

How Much?                                                                                                                                                                   
At one time candles were made of beeswax. They burned brightly and smokelessly, sometimes casting off a 
faint essence that betrayed their origin. Churches loved them and incorporated them into their rubrics for 
proper worship. The foul and lesser based oil, paraffin, or other man-made variants were inferior and 
deemed unsuitable. 

Eventually the necessities of economy eroded our orthodoxy. Candles started appearing that contained only 
51% beeswax. While making concessions for frugality, those splitting hairs could still claim adherence to the 
former standards of quality and purity. Further refinements in the lesser materials allowed the arguments to 
be successful in overcoming their detractors. After all, what is the candles function or purpose? 

I post this scenario and seek to import its application to this communication instrument, our newsletter, the 
Herald. Over the past several months of my direct knowledge and participation, at least 51% (and closer to 
almost 90%) of the articles and information included came from the staff. This should not be the case. In the 
office, we pretty much know what is going on in our schedule. So, the question I pose: what is this newslet-
ter’s function or purpose? 

Notices and articles should be streaming in from all our Boards, committees, Council and our membership. 
We should be deluging our editor with an abundance of articles. She (Carly) should have the problem of 
“what can I cut” rather than “what can I fill with?” We don’t have any writers or reporters except for you. I      
believe we should seek to supply our editor with more than sufficient information (by the 20

th
 of the month 

deadline) for her to easily edit and assemble our Herald...  

The Herald’s purpose is not to just look good and be published. Its purpose is to aid and assist in our               
communication. That purpose can only be fully accomplished with your assistance and action. 

Children, Youth and Family Ministry 
 

MUSIC NOTES by Dawn Papenfuss                                                                          
Thank you to the Altar Guild for all the time you will spend preparing our sanctuary for Advent 
&  Christmas. (Julie Staigle, Melissa Tomlinson, Kathy Botnen, Nancy Larson & Janet Graalum).           
They do SO MANY things behind the scene. (If you would be interested in being on Altar guild please 
let Janet Graalum or Dawn Papenfuss know.  Altar guild takes care of the paraments, setting up com-
munion, decorating for church festivals, preparing for baptism….and so on.)                                                         
IN ADDITION….Thank you to Steve Wennblom & Marcia Stubstad for decorating our entryway and 
hallway trees.  What a great crew!                                                                                                                                   
CHOIR REHEARSALS:  Children’s choir WILL meet on Wed. Dec. 21 to do a rough run-through of 
the musical. We will practice taking costumes on & off. They will have a better idea of what to expect 
for January!!                                                                                                                                                               
CHRISTMAS CHOIR:  We could use many more singers for both the Dec. 17 MUSIC FESTIVAL             
Sunday and CHRSITMAS EVE.  If you are interested in Dec. 17, please come to rehearsals starting 
Nov.30.  If you are only interested in Christmas Eve worship, please come to rehearsal on Dec. 14   
and 21.                                                                                                                                                      
CHOIR SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER                                                                                                                               
Dec. 3     Worship Band (2

nd
 Sunday of Advent)                                                                                                   

Dec. 10  8:30 Regular Worship  and  St. John Choir                                                                                            
10:45 Crosswalk Christmas Program and Communion                                                                                                 
Dec. 17  MUSIC FESTIVAL SUNDAY  4

th
 Sunday of Advent-Adult Handbells, St. John Choir,                            

     Recorders, and Children’s Handbells at 10:45!!!!!   Come and celebrate!                                                             
Dec.  24  CHRISTMAS EVE                                                                                                                                       
   3:30  Christmas with the Worship Band/communion                                                                                    
   5:30  Traditional Christmas with lessons & carols and the St. John Choir                                                           
   10:30  Christmas lessons and carols and communion                                                                                   
SUNDAY, Dec. 25----CHRISTMAS DAY  10am!                                                                                                           
SUNDAY, Jan. 1 ---NEW YEARS DAY 10am! 

Hi families! 

The season of Advent has arrived, it is a season of preparation and expecta-
tion as we await the hope of Christmas.  I love advent for it brings with it the 
new beginnings and the promise and the hope of a future full of possibili-
ties.   I am very excited to report that over the past four month the St. John 
youth committee has been exploring new and exciting ways to engage our 
youth and their families here at St. John.  The committee has meet numer-
ous times over these past few months to reflect, vision and plan for our 
shared future.  All of this planning and visioning has culminated in the cre-
ating of a new job description and focus for the person we call to help 
lead our youth programing into the future. 

Just a little more than a week ago our committee and some of the youth of our congregation conducted            
interviews for a new youth programing director.  The interviews went well and we were really excited about 
one of the candidate in particular.  We have decided we would like to offer the position to that candidate 
and we are hopeful that they will accept it.  We ask for your prayers during this time of discernment for that 
individual, and we wait with hope and excitement for the advent of a new tomorrow. 

No matter what this candidate decides, know that we are committed to not settling on just a warm body to 
fill this crucial position!  We will continue to search until we find the right person who will passionately share 
the love of Christ with our kids.  We are committed as a team to finding someone who will bring a high level 
of energy and who will build strong personal relationships with our youth.  So please hold in prayer this vital 
ministry of our Church as we seek the person God is guiding to this ministry. 

In Christ,                                                                                                                                                                     
Pastor Brian 



Looking Ahead to Sheltering                                                                              
There is no denying that Christmas is a busy time, but we have been asked to help shelter the homeless the 

week of December 25-December 31. These seven nights we will be at Oak Grove Lutheran school (north 
campus). They have graciously offered facilities in their dining hall for our use. Our commitment is to provide 
a safe, warm, and welcoming environment for up to 30 single men and women. We will have two shifts each 
of the seven nights (8:00pm-2:00am and 2:00am –8:00am) We are in need of two men and two women for 
each shift. We also will provide an evening snack when our guests arrive as well as a warm breakfast  the 

following morning just prior to their departure.                                                                             
Please sign up on the sheets attached to the “Tower of Service” located in the main northeast entrance to 

our church. There also is a sheet listing the various food items with which we need help.  

We will be also be hosting our housing week here at St. John Sunday, January 15, through Saturday,                  
January 21, 2017. Please look ahead to see if you might be able to help us.  

If you have questions, feel free to call Elwood Rieke at  701-293-0717. Sign-up sheets for volunteers as well 
as for contributing food items will be made available in early December.  

God’s By Grace                                                                                                               
In uncertain times, it can be difficult to find answers, to calm our anxieties.  And we can find it difficult to be 
patient.  But God calls us to persevere and rely upon the work of the Holy Spirit.  There are many changes 

afoot in our nation and within our congregation. Leadership at St. John has commissioned the Ministry    
Assessment Profile  (MAP) as a tool to discern the direction of our collective  ministry. The Reconciling in 

Christ team will also be looking at the results of the MAP to guide the direction and speed of goal of becom-
ing more explicitly welcoming to Christians who have been marginalized.  While this specifically includes 
members of the LGBT community,  there are many who have been left behind and need to feel the em-
brace of a church family. This need has been laid upon our hearts, and we ask each of you to lift up this 

ministry in your prayers.  

We would like to extend a hearty "Thank You" to those who have walked this journey with us over the last 
couple of years by attending adult forums, watching films and documentaries,  breaking bread, and joining 

in conversation.  While the goal of becoming a Reconciling in Christ congregation still lies before us, we are 
grateful for all of you who have engaged in this sometimes messy work of being a Community in Christ.   

At the upcoming annual meeting, our goal is to have the congregation vote to affirm the welcoming state-
ment and publicly state our desire to be a Reconciling in Christ congregation, but we acknowledge that any 
vote would be meaningless if St. John does not joyfully embrace all who walk through our doors. We cannot 

be Reconciling in name only,  it must come from our hearts.   

As we press on, we look forward to more opportunities for study and discussion in the near future.  

Yours in Christ,  
The Reconciling in Christ Ministry Team  

St. John Welcomes New Members:                                                      
Sally Sterk, 6239 61st Ave S Fargo, ND 58104 (1-320-305-0278)                                                                                                     

Gaylon & Barbara Westhoff, 1830 42nd St.S. #102 Fargo, ND 58103  (1-406-480-1338)                                                                                             

Michael Westhoff, 1870 42nd St S #106 Fargo, ND 58103  (1-701-261-7764)                                                                                                    

Kris Bettenhausen, 409 15th Ave S Fargo, ND 58103 (1-701-306-2697)                                                                       

Dan & Chelsea, Alida,  Rilo Simmons 1711 9th St S Fargo, 58103  (1-701-388-7964)  

 

For the Young At Heart                                                            
“It’s not the years in your life that count, but the life in your 

years”-Abe Lincoln                                                                                                                 

Please Join Us for Christian fellowship, food and fun!                
Thurs. December 8 at 10:00AM Enjoy Christmas cheer with 

coffee and    Cookies in the Parlor.  Ray Green will be here to 
entertain us with his   Holiday music and humor.                                                                                  

Thurs. January 12 at 10:00AM Join us in the Parlor for coffee 
and refreshments.  Amy Rand will share with us her recent ex-

perience of living with her family in South Africa.                                                                                          
Questions?  Call Mavis Lura 238-4147,                                             

Cathy Chatelain 261-2707 Or Donna Enstad 701-840-0348                                                                               
All Are  Welcome –Bring A Friend 

REGARDING GIVING AT                               
YEAR-END:  Please note that all                         

contributions delivered to the church office 
by 12:00 p.m. on Friday, December 30 or 

postmarked no later than December 31 will 
be credited to 2016 (unless specifically 

designated as prepayment for 
2017).   Contributions delivered to the 
church after the office has closed on                

December 30 or received by mail post-
marked after December 31 will be credited 
to 2017. The 2016 contribution reports will 

be mailed during the month of                            
January.  Thank you! 

 

Preschool  Facts and Fun 
Facts:  St. John Christian Preschool has 60 children enrolled.  We have 5 employees, 2 Parent Early Drop    
Supervisors, and three community volunteers. We are planning to offer afternoon preschool next fall to                       
accommodate the many children on our waiting list. If you know of anyone with a love of children and a heart 
to serve send them our way.                                                                                                                                              
Fun:  This fall was filled with visitors and celebrations.  The Fargo Fire Department brought a fire truck               
to our front door.  We invited our families to join us for a horse drawn carriage ride from Dakota Carriage             
Company.  Families enjoyed a cup of "Stone soup" after the ride.  Each child brought a cup of chopped                 
vegetables and we made a huge batch of soup for all to share.  Donuts with Dads, Halloween Trick or                          
Treating , and carving a paper bag turkey at Thanksgiving are some of our many traditions.  We are looking 
forward to Gingerbread Nativity and our Christmas program.   

The ST. JOHN FOUNDATION BOARD’s next quarterly 

meeting is scheduled for                                                             

Tuesday, December 6 at 5:45 p.m.                                                      

Any funding requests from the congregation for projects/

missions within the scope of the mission statement of the                   

St. John Foundation will be reviewed during this meeting.                     

Request forms are available in the church office. Please 

turn in completed forms to the office no later than               

12:00 p.m. on Monday, December 5. 

St. John 2017 Stewardship Drive                                                                           
IF YOU HAVE ALREADY MADE a financial pledge toward next year’s operating budget, thank you!  The 

staff and church council continue to find pledge responses to be a valuable tool in preparing the next year’s 
budget.  As of November 21, responses have been received from 67 of our 369 households.                                      

If you have not yet done so, please prayerfully consider what your financial support to St. John’s 2017 min-
istries and programs will be, fill out your response form accordingly, and return it to the church by mail or in 
the offering plate.  Pledge forms are available in the church lobby at the Welcome Center or, if you’d like to 

have one mailed or emailed to you, contact Jackie in the finance office at 232-8521 or 
jjabens@stjohnfargo.com.                                                                                                                            

Simply Giving Program Participants:  If you plan to continue to give electronically past December 31
st
 of the 

current year, it is helpful for the finance office to know your intention.  Please either fill out a pledge form at 
your convenience, checking the line to continue Simply Giving, and turn it in, or email the finance office, 

using the address above, with your intent.  Thank you! 

Stephen Ministry                                     
Please prayfully consider becoming a                   

Stephen Minister. Not only are you helping 
others by visiting with your care receiver you 
will also  discover differences in your spiritu-

al life. Applications available                         
Dec.18-Jan. 22 with interviews taking place 

Jan 23-25. Training will be held over a 3 
week period Jan 27-Feb 19.  

 

http://maps.google.com?q=6239%2061st%20Ave%20S+Fargo+ND+58104
tel:320-305-0278
http://maps.google.com?q=1830%2042nd%20St.S.%20#102+Fargo+ND+58103
tel:1-406-480-1338
http://maps.google.com?q=1870%2042nd%20St%20S%20#106+Fargo+ND+58103
tel:701-261-7764
http://maps.google.com?q=409%2015th%20Ave%20S%20+Fargo+ND+58103
http://maps.google.com?q=1711%209th%20St%20S+Fargo++58103
tel:701-388-7964
mailto:jjabens@stjohnfargo.com

