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Contact Us 
St. John Lutheran Church     

1710 5th St. S., Fargo, ND 58103       

701-232-8521  e-mail: office@stjohnfargo.com; 
www.stjohnfargo.com 

The Ministry Team of St. John: All the People of God,                          
along with 

Rev. Brian Hansen, Pastor  

Dawn Papenfuss, Director of Music/Organist 

Jackie Jabens, Finance/Office Manager     

Carly Cox, Secretary     Randy Shone, Custodian 

Jeremy Maahs, Youth Programming Director  

Jana Bruhschwein, Preschool Director 

Kellie Knodel, Cheryl Dietz, Katie Olson, Preschool Teachers 

Peggy Hammerling, Recorders   Jessica Westgard Larson, 
Handbells      

Editor: Carly Cox, Articles accepted before  

1 pm June  20th or the July ‘17 Herald. 

  St. John Lutheran Church 

1710 5th Street South 

Fargo, ND 58103 
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St. John Office Hours:  

Monday-Thursday: 9am-4:30pm  

Friday: 9am-12pm  

Non-Profit Org. 
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Permit #1040 

Fargo, ND 58102 

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle!                                                       

If you would like to Only receive The 

Herald by e-mail please send a quick 

note to  Carly @ office@stjohnfargo.com                             

Thank You!  

St. John Council  

2016-2018 Dean  Froslie   President                                            

2016-2018 Shawn Vasichek  Vice President                             

2016-2018 Larry Papenfuss  Secretary                                  

2016-2018 Rachel Rude   Worship and Music            

2016-2018 Amanda Holt   Education                                   

2017-2019 Eric Christeson   Property                            

2017-2019 David McMahon  Social Concerns/Missions                                                                                

2017-2019 Sally Sterk    Good Samaritans                            

2017-2019 Damon Janssen  Youth and Family  
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THE HERALD 

St. John Lutheran Church 

Member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

Please join us for a special congregational meeting on Sunday, June 4 at 10:30 a.m. (immediately 
following our 9:30 worship). Following a unanimous recommendation from the call committee, the 
council is seeking congregational approval to call the Rev. Dr. Erick J. Thompson as the next sen-
ior pastor of St. John. 

Pastor Erick grew up near New London, MN and attended Gustavus Adolphus College majoring 
in History and Russian Studies. After college, he felt called to teach people about God, so he 
completed his Master of Divinity at Luther Seminary and was ordained in 2000. While in the par-
ish, Pastor Erick’s lifelong curiosity and his desire to teach at the college level led him to pursue 
more theological training. He completed his Ph.D. in Systematic Theology at the Lutheran School 
of Theology at Chicago in 2013. Pastor Erick has served in a variety of roles in parishes through-
out the Midwest. His most recent call was as Senior Pastor at Holy Trinity Lutheran in New Pra-
gue, MN from 2012-2016. He currently serves as interim pastor at First Lutheran Church in Fer-
gus Falls, MN. 

Pastor Erick and his wife Kara were married in 2003. They met while both were working at Skog-
fjorden, the Concordia Norwegian Language Village. They have been blessed with two daughters: 
Olivia (August, 2010) and Marit (January, 2013). They moved to West Fargo this past winter when 
Kara started a new position at Noridian. In his spare time, Pastor Erick enjoys watching movies, 
going on walks, pheasant hunting, and spending time with his family. 

We’re confident that Pastor Erick is an excellent fit for St. John, and we look forward to sharing 
more about him at the congregational meeting. We thank call committee members Jeri Ekstrom, 
Carroll Gjovik, Joel Kangas (chair), Nathan Olson, Luke Papenfuss and Donna Wallgren for their 
time, energy and commitment these past several months.  

Hope to see you on June 4th! 

 - St. John Church Council 

Summer Worship 

Sunday’s at 

9:30am 

You are Invited:                                             

Ugandan Children’s Choir                                       

performs at St. John Lutheran at 7:00pm 

Wed. July 5th. Please mark your calendars. 

This is a fantastic group of talented children 

ages 8-12 drumming, singing, and dancing. 

Check them out on YouTube                                

@ https://youtu.be/4HnTkVkaO4s  
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A Note From the Pastor, 

Blessings to you all this summer. 

Well, it is finally here.  Yes indeed I do believe that summer has finally shown up.  What a wonderful thing 
to enjoy the extra sunlight each day and the warmer weather.  With summer’s arrival, we also celebrate the 
arrival of Pentecost.    Pentecost is considered in many ways to be the birthday of the church, for it was on 
the day of Pentecost that the Holy Spirit descended on the disciples and all that were with them in Jerusa-
lem.  Pentecost is one of those religious days that most of us don’t know much about.  I would imagine that 
most of us would be at a loss to explain why we celebrate Pentecost.     

Pentecost was and still is a Jewish festival of harvest.  It is celebrated 50 days after Passover in the Jewish 
tradition.  It was a spring festival when the first red sheaves of grain were to be brought in.  It was a cele-
bration in many ways of God’s deliverance from the bondage of the Egyptians for the Israelites.  It was also 
I understand a way to acknowledge the God who fulfilled the promises made to Abraham, Isaac and Ja-
cob.   

It was on this Jewish spring festival that the promised Advocate (in John's Gospel) was sent and appeared 
as a tongue of flame over the head of the disciples and those gathered together in a room in Jerusa-
lem.  This flaming appearance of the spirit allowed those who were gathered to speak in the native lan-
guage of each other.  Pentecost is a miracle; it’s the miracle of communication.  Pentecost is the miracle of 
communication in which the gospel is translated into other languages.  It is the miracle of God’s word com-
ing to us in a language that we can understand.  Because it’s through communication that community is 
built.  This is in many ways one of the most amazing gifts of Christianity, for through the gift of the Spirit, 
God comes to us in words and ways that we can understand. 

What the Spirit did on that Pentecost and what the Spirit continues to do is to open up the lines of commu-
nication so that the Gospel can be heard.  The Spirit’s job is to make the gospel effective, to bring God’s 
presence home in a way that evokes faith, and through that faith it fosters relationship and community.  It 
was the Holy Spirit’s presence that enabled that first community in Jerusalem to be opened up to the possi-
bility of God’s presence in their lives.  It opened them up to hearing Peter preach the gospel and it fostered 
faith. 

We celebrate Pentecost as the birth of the Church, for at Pentecost, the Church received the Holy counse-
lor who walks beside us each and every day.  It opens us up to the presence and the possibilities of God’s 
desire for our lives.  The community of faith was given its voice on that Pentecost many years ago, and we 
celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit’s presence in our lives each year as summer begins as a reminder of 
God’s presence in our lives.  So happy Birthday everyone and enjoy the gift of Summer and thank God for 
the gift of the Spirit that walks beside us through all the seasons of life! 

In Christ, 

Pastor Brian 

SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING RESULTS This past Sunday following the 10:45 worship a spe-

cial congregational meeting was held to vote on the following::” After a multi-year process of discernment, 

the Reconciling in Christ ministry team prayerfully offered the motion that St. John Lutheran Church become 

a rostered Reconciling In Christ Congregation, thereby being recognized on the Reconciling Works website. 

Do you support the motion?”  The results: Yes 103, No 20. This was 83.7% vote in favor. However, our 

Reconciling in Christ Committee had  suggested an 85% vote or more would be necessary for it to be ap-

proved. The R.I.C. Committee would welcome any comments or suggestions you have. (Contact Stephanie 

Christeson, Scott Pryor or Elwood Rieke.  
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Our very own Patrick and Martha Smith established the Patrick 
and Martha Smith Welfare Center, Inc. in Liberia in 2011. This 

orphanage has 25 children as there were thousands of orphans 
after the civil was and later after the Ebola epidemic.  

A fundraiser for tuition, uniforms, books, 
rice, food, a new building etc. is SATURDAY, 
JUNE 17th  at BAYMONT INN from 3pm-1am. 

On tap: 6pm speakers, food, Liberian chil-
dren performing, and an all-guest-dance with 

Liberian music.  

Board members are: Allan Peterson, Chair; Pastor Elwood 
Rieke and Diane Edwardson. Jackie Jabbens is Interim  Treas-
urer. We have our 501-C-3 non profit status. Come for fun and 

to help kids survive, be educated and receive hope.  

WE MET THE WORLD 

HUNGER CHALLENGE!                                                 
Thank you to everyone who has in anyway helped 

us as a congregation meet our ELCA world hunger 

challenge during the months of April and May. Our 

current giving total amounts to $14,097! This is 

above and beyond what many of you  have done for 

hunger needs on a local level. We are so apprecia-

tive of how you have responded. Many of you are 

aware we had some families in our congregation 

who challenged us to match their gifts. That total 

was $6,500. Since then the congregation has re-

sponded along with a $1,500 gift from the St. John 

Foundation. We dare not forget the money our chil-

dren bring each Sunday to the world globe container 

in the front of the sanctuary. Thanks  be to God!  

And thank you to those families providing a chal-

lenge gift, thank you to our hunger sub-committee 

who helped  “get the word out” and thanks  to each 

of you, adults and children, who had part in this.  

Bike Ride For a Cause!                                                   
THE FARGO CONFERENCE OF THE EASTERN 

NORTH DAKOTA (END) SYNOD IS LOOKING 

FOR BIKE RIDERS FOR                                               

THE WORLD HUNGER RIDE                                                                                               

Friday and Saturday of June 23rd and 24th. The Fri-

day ride will be 45 miles, the Saturday portion 23  

miles. You may choose either or both. Itineraries 

and application forms are available on a table out-

side the sanctuary.  
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National Youth Gathering 2018 

What is it? A once in a lifetime experience for worship, learning, service and fellowship with 30,000 other 
high schoolers from across the nation 

Where is it? In Houston, Texas. We'll be bussing down with other local congregations. The bus ride can be 
one of the best parts of the trip!  

Who can come? Youth who will be in grades 8-12 in the fall of 2017. 

When is it? June 24-July2 

How can we afford it? We'll have all year to raise funds, but if money is a concern come talk to me. I don't 
ever want money to be the reason someone can't come. 

How can we sign up!? Talk to Jeremy! 218-205-2698. 

Calling All Elementary Students: Come to Red Willow Bible Camp with me this summer!  

Bible camp is a GREAT opportunity! It's a ton of fun of course, but can also be life changing. I will be at Red 
Willow from June 25th-30th. Younger elementary are invited to join me for the first half of the week (maybe 
even with a parent or grandparent!) and older elementary can be there for the whole week!  

Camp is an excellent opportunity to grow your faith and challenge yourself through fun activities like playing 
games, singing songs, swimming in the pool, painting, decorating the cabin and watching hilarious skits. 
Also, trying new things like canoeing, campouts, and climbing wall. All of this with a loving camp counselor 
to guide you. Through camp, kids can experience God outside of the church walls in the great outdoors. I’ll 
be there for the whole week and I’d love for you to join me! Grab a brochure off the youth bulletin board for 
registration details, and if you have any questions about camp I would love to talk with you. See you there! 

Vacation Bible School!                                                                                          
June 11-June 14    

Let’s Fetch Some Faith-Filled Fun!  

Kids are crazy for critters with whiskers, tails, feathers, or scales! That’s why 
kids will think this VBS is the cat’s meow.  During the four short days at Pets 

Unleashed VBS, we will introduce kids to Jesus, God’s Son who lovingly                       
cares for us all. At Pets Unleashed vacation Bible school, kids experience 

God’s Word in surprising and unforgettable ways! Each day, leaders reinforce 
one simple Bible truth—which makes it easy for kids to remember and apply 

to real life! Sign up now at www.stjohnfargo.com or in the church office. 

Youth and Family 
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"Happy Feet"                 

St. John Foot Care Clinic 

We have volunteers to pamper your feet and trained personnel to trim your nails.  All while you enjoy coffee 
and visit with friends. Up-coming dates are Tues. June 20and Tues. August 15 in the Parlor. Schedule an 

appointment by calling Cathy Chatelain 701-261-2707 Cost is $16 paid to Sanford Home Health. 

Memorial Fund:                                                                                                                                                
ELCA World Hunger Appeal: 

In Memory of Harold Jenkinson: 

Jane Nissen 

ELCA World Hunger Appeal – Good Gifts for 10 Chickens: 

In Honor of Kathleen Thompson: 

Jane Nissen 

Good Samaritan Emergency Assistance Fund: 

Rachel Circle 

In Memory of Lloyd Olson: 

Mike & Sue Williams 

Lutheran Social Services of ND: 

The Monday Morning Yoga Class 

Special Music Fund: 

In Loving Memory of Alice Anderson, Paulette Roberts’ mother: 

Kevin & Kelly Kroke 

Bethany Report from Annual Meeting 

Bethany has expanded their total facility, and now employs about 800 

people. They have started their own classes for CNA’s.  This is to en-

sure a competent and qualified staff. Bethany Retirement Living has 

been awarded ten Customer Experience Awards from Pinnacle Quali-

ty Insight. There are  several categories for these awards. In qualifying 

for these awards, Bethany Retirement Living has satisfied the rigorous 

demand for scoring in the top 15 percent of the Nations homes for a 

12 month average. The facility on 42nd street is first class. They even have a restaurant that is open to the 

public. Stop in for lunch someday. They are also continuing to upgrade and remodel the home on South 

University.  

Respectfully submitted 

Sylvan Melroe  
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MUSIC NOTES by Dawn Papenfuss                                                                                                                             

SUMMER MUSIC OPPORTUNITIES:  I would love to have people contact 
me to do special music this summer.  After hearing all the kids play at the tal-
ent show, I would love to do organ/piano duets with the more advanced kids 
and piano duets with others. I want to get kids playing more in church but I 
need your help!!!                                                                                                                                                     

ARE YOU INTERESTED?  I am considering teaching organ lessons to any-
one who has probably 3-4 years of piano under their belt.  I would like to keep 
organ playing alive!   Many churches need organists/pianists.  If you are interested (this could be ANY 
age from 5

th
 or 6

th
 grade to adult), please let me know.  You would have to work out coming to church 

to practice, but we can talk about that.    

Dawn Papenfuss, Director of music 

ASLESON SCHOLARSHIP                       
APPLICATIONS 

Any St. John member who is accepted at an 
ELCA college or seminary may apply to the St. 

John Foundation and receive this scholar-
ship.  The foundation board manages the fund 

and will make disbursements.  Application forms 
are available in the church office (232-8521 or 

office@stjohnfargo.com) and must be submitted 
to the church office by Monday, June 5, 2017.                                                    

NOTE:-Students need to apply every year for 
this scholarship! 

• Fellowship hour in the Parlor is an important ministry of   St. John. Please take a minute to sign up to 

serve or bring treats. This is a fun and great way to meet and welcome all who come to worship at St. 

John! Sign Up sheet is on the East wall in the Parlor. 

• Please consider volunteering at VBS! It is such a fun week to share the joy of the Lord with our 

youth. Last year we were able to host over 80 children!  We are looking for both adult and junior/high 

school volunteers June 11-14th 5:30-7:45pm. Contact: Karina kari nabusch@hotmail.com;                  

701-306-8661 

mailto:office@stjohnfargo.com

