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been reaching out to the middle school and high 
school youth regularly. The high school youth 
have a daily opportunity to connect via Zoom, our 
preferred video conferencing tool. Erin has also 
been working closely with the youth, by creating 
Cross+Walk videos to support our Sunday 
worship, as well as reaching out to a large number 
of folks via phone and mail. John, our finance 
manager, has been keeping up collection of our 
donations and paying our bills, as well as 
navigating the intricacies of applying for and 
receiving an SBA loan. All this, and he manages 
our website, among many other things. Jordan, 
our custodian, has been hard at work doing 
various projects around the church. Jana, and the 
rest of the preschool staff, have been doing 
amazing things with our preschool families. They 
have been providing kits for families to keep doing 
work with their preschoolers at home, as well as 
connecting with the parents to help support them 
(as a parent of younger children, I can attest to 
how challenging this can be at times). Last, but not 
certainly least, Dawn has been a wonderful 
support and font of positive energy for all of us. 
She has also continued to find amazing worship 
ideas and help us to provide meaningful, virtual 
worship; something I didn’t believe was possible 
before we started our “quarantine.”  
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A Note from the Pastor... 

2 Thessalonians 1: 3-4 

We must always give thanks to God for you, 
brothers and sisters, as is right, because your faith 
is growing abundantly, and the love of every one 
of you for one another is increasing. Therefore we 

ourselves boast of you among the churches of 
God for your steadfastness and faith during all 
your persecutions and the afflictions that you are 
enduring. 

Gratitude for God’s presence in places where I 
least expected 

While the last month has not been easy, I am 
extremely grateful for the way in which the 
community of St. John has continued to worship 
God and support each other during this difficult 
time. Who would have thought that people would 
become more connected in a time like this? As we 
move into our second month of virtual church, I am 
also reflecting upon the amazing staff that St. John 
has. When you think about it, our staff has 
completely changed how it functions by moving to 
a virtual church. No longer able to worship as we 
normally do, our staff has been hard at work trying 
to create meaningful worship for our members. I 
have been amazed at the talent and resiliency of 
our staff.  

For starters, Pastor Brian used to joke that he 
would probably never use Facebook, but now he 
is actually doing Facebook Live by himself! He has 
also been hard at work on the phone day after 
day, trying to reach out to as many members as 
possible. Jeremy has been our tech guru, helping 
staff and members alike learn to make the most of 
our new, virtual lives. He’s been creating children’s 
messages for Sunday mornings, and he’s also  
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Worship & Fellowship 
I have been quite busy during this time as well. 
Remotely providing administration for a church 
and a staff has been a challenging, but rewarding 
experience. I am learning to continue to connect 
with people via virtual means, and I look forward to 
continuing to do some of the things we have 
learned even after we return to worshiping in our 
sanctuary. I am so proud and thankful for the 
entire staff and what they have accomplished. 

St. John is an amazing church community and I 
invite you to continue to find ways to support each 
other and the staff through emails, cards, and 
phone calls. I give thanks every day for the 
wonderful, surprising ways that St. John is not only 
surviving, but actually thriving! Thanks be to God!  

—Pastor Erick 

 

Live Online Worship 

Please join us for live worship on Sundays at 

9:30am and Wednesdays at 7:00pm. There are 

three options for attending worship: 

Facebook Live: To join us for worship on 

Facebook Live, you must have a Facebook 

account. The account is free, and you can sign up 

at facebook.com. Once you sign into Facebook, 

type into the search bar (which is next to the 

Facebook logo – a white “f” on a blue 

background). Type “st. john lutheran church 

fargo” and hit enter on your keyboard. Then click 

on the link to the page called “St. John Lutheran 

Church - Fargo, N.D.” Under the big picture, click 

“like.” When we go live, you will see a red dot next 

to the word “videos” in side menu. Click on videos 

and the click on the live feed. If you have any 

problems getting connected with Facebook Live, 

give Jeremy a call sometime during the week and 

he will be happy to help get you set up! 

 

Worship by Phone: 

Dial: 1-312-626-6799 

It will ask for your meeting ID. 

Dial: 972 2655 3666 then press # 

It will ask for your participant ID. 

Press # 

It will ask for your meeting password. 

Dial: 015727 then press # 

It will tell you that you are in the meeting, and how 

many other people are listening by phone. In just a 

moment, you will hear the service. You will not be 

able to talk back. Thank you for joining us for 

worship!    

Worship on Zoom:  

Join the zoom meeting on your computer by 

copying and pasting this this link into the URL box 

on your browser: https://zoom.us/

j/97226553666?

pwd=SXRHRmF0ZVp2OWQ3V2FQU0NMWm5p

QT09 or you can click on the link at 

stjohnfargo.com. 

 

Zoom Fellowship Hour 

After worship on Sundays (around 10:10am) and 

before worship on Wednesdays (6:00pm-

7:00pm), everyone is invited to a virtual 

Fellowship Hour. This will be a time to talk, laugh, 

catch up, and maybe make a new connection! 

Attendees will be separated into virtual “tables” of 

4 to 5 participants so we can try to have some real 

conversations (not just 100 people trying to talk at 

once!). Stay for 10 minutes or the whole hour, we 

all can appreciate a little bit more togetherness!   

(continued on next page) 
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Worship & Fellowship Cont’d 
option to request to join. Once your request is 

approved by one of our Admins, you’re good to 

go! This is a fun Facebook page because 

members may share more personal things about 

something in their family or at church.  We include 

pictures of events. It’s casual and “real.” 

 

MUGG Night 

Men Under God’s Guidance 

All men are invited to a virtual MUGG Night. On 

Monday, May 11 at 5:30pm join us over Zoom for 

a time of fellowship. The link will be posted on the 

Facebook page, or email office@stjohnfargo.com 

or call 701-232-8521 to receive the link or 

instructions to attend over the phone. 

 

Daily Devotions 
A word of thanks to all the St. John members who 

have agreed to write a devotion or two for our 

community of faith during this time of social 

distancing!  I believe I'm speaking on behalf of the 

congregation when I say that it has been a joy 

each morning to start most days with a devotion 

written by someone I know. We thank each of you 

for doing such a wonderful job of reminding us of 

God's presence with us through your heartfelt and 

thoughtful devotions. I hope you know it is deeply 

appreciated!   

If others of our St. John community are interested 

in sharing a devotion please feel free to contact 

either Pastor Brian or Pastor Erick. Thank you to 

everyone who in big ways and little are sharing 

Christ's love with others. May God's peace and 

presence be with you all! 

—Pastor Brian 

 

Daily Devotions can be found at stjohnfargo.com 

or on our Facebook page. To get them emailed to 

you daily, please email office@stjohnfargo.com. 

Fellowship Hour on Zoom: 

Join the zoom meeting on your computer by 

copying and pasting this link into the URL box on 

your browser: https://zoom.us/j/99063763266?

pwd=Nkhxd1orbm14dnVmSktlcGJqZjJVdz09 or 

by phone by following the instructions at the 

bottom. You can click on the link at 

stjohnfargo.com. 

Fellowship Hour by phone: 

Dial: 1-312-626-6799 

It will ask for your meeting ID. 

Dial: 990 6376 3266 then press # 

It will ask for your participant ID. 

press #  

It will ask for your meeting password. 

Dial: 007484 then press # 

It will tell you that you are in the meeting, and how 

many other people are also here for virtual 

fellowship hour. 

 

New to Zoom? 

If you have trouble logging into Zoom, feel free to 

call or email the church at 701-232-8521 or 

office@stjohnfargo.com. One of the staff can 

assist you. 

 

Join the Facebook Group! 

Want to join the St. John Friends Facebook 

Group??  This is a separate page from our public 

and formal “St. John Lutheran Church - Fargo, 

N.D.” Facebook page. To find the group, log into 

Facebook and in the search bar, type in “St. John 

Friends.” The group should pop up in your search 

results. Click on the group, and there should be an  

https://zoom.us/j/99063763266?pwd=Nkhxd1orbm14dnVmSktlcGJqZjJVdz09
https://zoom.us/j/99063763266?pwd=Nkhxd1orbm14dnVmSktlcGJqZjJVdz09
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Children, Youth, & Family 
Cross+Walk  

Sunday School 

Please join us for our new 

theme in May, “Unstuck.” 

As we go through the book 

of Acts, we’ll learn how 

God gives us the 

determination to never give 

up, even in difficult times. 

Erin and Jeremy will continue to post a video each 

Sunday morning through the month of May on the 

St. John Facebook page (facebook.com/

stjohnfargo) and the St. John youth YouTube 

channel, where they will present the theme of the 

month and the lesson of the day with creative 

storytelling. We’re looking for a kid volunteer each 

week to read the prayer and be included in the 

video. If you’re interested, please contact Erin at 

office@stjohnfargo.com. 

If you would like to receive an email each week 

with an activity you can do at home that reinforces 

the lesson, please contact Erin. 

 

Vacation Bible School 

New Dates:  

August 2-5* 

5:30pm-7:30pm,  

with supper beforehand 

 

*Plans may change due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 

but we hope to be able to get together by August. 

Volunteer Opportunity!                        
If you would consider helping with VBS, contact Erin at 

ebjerke@stjohnfargo.com 

Online VBS Preview 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we have 

postponed Vacation Bible School until August this 

year (see announcement below), but that doesn’t 

mean we have to wait for the fun!  

Please join Jeremy and Erin in the evenings on 

June 7th-10th for a time of songs, stories, and 

Bible fun! More information will be in the June 

newsletter and emailed to you. 

 

Cross+Walk Family Game Time 

Please join us on Zoom for some fun for the whole 

family! On Sunday May 3, from 4:00pm-5:00pm, 

everyone is invited to join us for some Jackbox 

games. You’ll need a computer or tablet to connect 

to Zoom and a smartphone or tablet to use as your 

game controller. 

We’ll post the Zoom link on the Facebook page, 

but if you’d like it emailed to you, email Erin at 

office@stjohnfargo.com. 

 

Youth Events 

Daily High School Zoom Check-in: Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday at 4:00pm-5:00pm 

We hang out, chat, and maybe play a game or two! 

  

Weekly High School Zoom Party: Wednesdays at 
7:45pm 

We have a good time playing large group games 
online like Jackbox Party Pack! 

  

Weekly Middle School Check-in: Thursdays at 
3:00pm 

We hang out, chat, and maybe play a game or two! 
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Children, Youth, & Family Cont’d 
Confirmation 

Happy Easter Confirmation families! 

As we move forward together, we are planning to 

hold our confirmation learning events online using 

Zoom.  Zoom meetings will be on the following 

Wednesdays: April 29th and May 6th. These 

Zoom learning events will take place from 6:00pm-

6:55pm.  Following our time together we'd like to 

invite and encourage you all as a family to join us 

in a short worship experience at the end of our 

confirmation collaborations together.  We intend to 

do our best to keep a very similar format to how 

we’ve been doing confirmation classes so you will 

all be emailed some processing questions to talk 

through either as a family at home or in randomly 

assigned breakout groups on Zoom for our final 10-

15 minutes of time together.  

Our final topics will be focused on the last book of 

the New testament. 

Wed, April 29, 6:00pm-6:55pm  Revelation 

Wed, May 6, 6:00pm-6:55pm  Revelation  

(or possibly an end of the year review lead by 

Pastor Brian) 

We are encouraging all of you to participate as you 

are able in these final three confirmation events but 

we will not be taking attendance.  We hope you all 

had a blessed Easter and we look forward to 

seeing you all in the Wednesdays to come! 

Easter Blessings!!! 

—Pastor Brian 

New Orleans Trip 

The high school summer trip to New Orleans will 

likely not take place, but we’re working on a safe 

alternative. The group is still meeting monthly 

online to keep in touch. 

St. John Christian Preschool 

Update 

We closed our doors to our beloved 90 preschool 

students and families on March 13.  We have 

adapted and found new ways to nurture students, 

support families, and serve our 

community. Distance learning materials were 

prepared and picked up or delivered to all students 

and ambassadors. Preschool staff are putting 

original content on Facebook and Instagram three 

times each weekday.  Instructional videos are 

also uploaded to our YouTube page and a Google 

classroom for families without social media 

accounts. We have invited guests to submit videos: 

Fargo Fire Department, Occupational Therapist: 

Sharon Drewlo, and International friends of Miss 

Katie from the Bahamas, Belgium, Australia, 

Ghana, Italy, India, and Russia, with many others 

in the works.  Each class has a weekly Zoom 

meeting where we have held show and tell, dance 

parties, pajama day, Donuts with Dads, scavenger 

hunts, and time for socializing. We held evening 

Zoom meetings for parents to safely talk about the 

stress of this time.  We look forward to safely 

gathering to celebrate our students and families; 

until then, we will plan for a bright and healthy 

future.  

—Jana Bruhschwein, Preschool Director 
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What Have You Been Up To? 

Suzanne and Bob Schultz 

Bob is working from home. I’m 

watching our granddaughter 3 

mornings a week. Bob spends his 

lunch time with Kensington many 

days. We have it pretty good. 

For this section, members and friends can send in photos or stories about what they’ve been up to 

during the pandemic. To submit yours for next month, email Erin at office@stjohnfargo.com. 

Announcements 
Church Update 

Ministry continues to happen! 

St. John leads worship every Sunday morning and 

Wednesday evening. In addition, we have begun to 

host Fellowship Times on Sunday morning and 

Wednesday evening via Zoom (info on website or 

call the office). During one of our sessions, a 

member asked me how long we would be doing 

church like this. The honest answer is, I have no 

idea. The church council and I continue to look to 

our state and national leaders, as well as health 

officials, to provide guidance so that we can open 

when it is safe to do so. In the meantime, know 

this: ministry continues to happen!  

Given the creativity and talent of our staff, as well 

the technology we have been blessed with, we are 

able to provide virtual worship on Sundays and 

Wednesdays, many opportunities for fellowship, 

and the ability to reach our membership with daily 

devotions. While it is not ideal, St. John continues 

to do ministry within our membership and the 

world. Our virtual worship allows us to bring the 

gospel to people outside of our four walls. 

If you have not done so, I encourage you to join us 

for worship. If the timing or format doesn’t work for 

you, we have the videos available for viewing later.  

I also want to invite you to support St. John through 

these challenging times. Most important are your 

prayers of support, but equally important would be  

reaching out to the staff or other members with a 

phone call or letter. Our connections are what 

make us such a strong community, and the more 

we can connect, the stronger we will be. Please 

also consider continuing to support St. John with 

financial gifts; these can be made through a variety 

of ways, so please check our website: 

stjohnfargo.com/giving. While we received a loan 

from the Payroll Protection Plan, the reality is that 

St. John has lost some income, and the church 

would benefit from your financial support if that is 

feasible given your situation.  

Thank you to everyone for such an inspiring 

community. St. John continues to be a place of 

peace and understanding where the gospel is 

continually proclaimed. Ministry continues to 

happen! 

—Pastor Erick 
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Maintenance of Church 

Building 

Some members have expressed concerns over the 

maintenance of the church building during this last 

month since the church closed. Jordan Erickson, 

our Facility Assistant, has been at the church most 

days since the closure, working on various projects 

around the church and watching over our facilities. 

Jordan will continue to be the only staff person at 

the church building until we reopen the building. As 

always, thee building and grounds are constantly 

monitored by video surveillance. 

 

 

 

Contact Us 
St. John Lutheran Church     

1710 5th Street South, Fargo, North Dakota 58103       

701-232-8521 

email: office@stjohnfargo.com 

website: www.stjohnfargo.com 

The Ministry Team of St. John: 

All the People of God, along with 

Senior Pastor: Rev. Dr. Erick J. Thompson 

Associate Pastor: Rev. Brian Hansen 

Director of Music/Organist: Dawn Papenfuss 

Youth Education Director & Office Secretary: Erin Bjerke 

Youth Programming Director: Jeremy Maahs 

Office & Finance Manager: John Bell 

Facility Assistant: Jordan Erickson 

St. John Christian Preschool Director: Jana Bruhschwein 

Preschool Teachers: Kellie Knodel, Cheryl Dietz, Katie 

Mare, Katie Maple, Michele Wangen 

Accompanists: Suzanne Schultz & Marcia Bettenhausen 

Handbell Director: Jessica Westgard Larson 

Articles accepted before 

5:00pm on May 20 for the June 2020 Herald. 

St. John Church Council  
2019-2021 Amanda Holt President 

2019-2021 Charlotte Ronson Vice President 

2019-2021 Ron Twedt Vice President 

2019-2021 Gail Reierson Worship & Music 

2019-2021 AJ Klein Membership        

2020-2022 Kate Syverson  Youth Education 

2020-2022 Michael Westhoff Social Concerns 

2020-2022 Sadie Thompson Youth Programming 

2020-2022 Mike Williams Property 

Announcements 
Church office at 701-232-8521. Please continue to 

report instances of scammers to the staff. 

 

Water Main Replacement 

We’ve taken advantage of this time where there 

are no activities going on in the church building to 

complete our water main replacement project. The 

replacement is currently underway and is 

scheduled to be completed sometime next week. 

After this project is completed, the Property 

Committee will organize efforts to safely work on 

replacing the grass that was dug up and other 

landscaping tasks. 

Scam Alert! 

Please be aware that we have been receiving 

reports that some members' phone numbers 

are being "spoofed." When a number is 

spoofed, the message will appear on your 

screen as having come from that person, but 

in reality it came from someone else. Please 

be vigilant when responding to text messages 

or emails from fellow church members or staff, 

and if in doubt, always call. 

As always, be wary of odd requests including 

but not limited to: being asked to purchase gift 

cards, giving log-in information, and sending 

bank account information. 

If you have any question about the credibility 

of a request, always call the St. John Lutheran  


