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A Note from the Pastor...

Happy New Year my Friends!

As we enter into this month of December, we enter ‘

into a new Church year. This past year has been
one full of challenges and opportunities. Due to
this world-wide pandemic, we have had to
navigate ways of being community differently.
This past year has brought moments of great
struggle, sorrow and even spells of depression as
we grieve interruptions to our shared lives together
and separation from those that we love. The
realities of this past year have also brought
unexpected innovation and opportunity as we
have been pushed to find new and innovative
ways to do ministry together.

Over the past months, | have marveled at the way
that so many have been able to be a part of our
virtual communal worship together! Participation
in our worship experience has continued to
expand as we’ve grown together through this
online forum. We have many who join us regularly
on Sunday mornings from all over in the comfort of
their homes chatting together and enjoying our
shared worship during our online worship services.
We’ve seen growing participation in the worship
services as choir members, readers, assisting
ministers, and now advent wreath liturgists have
helped to expand our worship scope and
experience. | am really excited to experience the
Cross+Walk Sunday School virtual Christmas
program as the staff and so many of our families
work to create what is certain to be an exciting and
uniquely powerful worship experience of our
Christ’s birth story.

Welcomed in Christ. Called to community. Sent to serve.

' Having just celebrated Thanksgiving, | am

reminded of how very thankful | am for the
faithfulness and the presence of each and every
one of you! Thank you for making this community
such a vibrant and exciting place to serve as one
of your pastors! | truly give God thanks for all of
you as we enter into this new and exciting year
together. May God continually guide our shared
lives as we continue to do God’s work in our world
in new and exciting ways.

In Christ,

Pastor Brian

Thank you for your Continued
Support!

In December, we plan to post videos online of St.
John members telling us what St. John means to
them. You’re also invited to be a part of the
mission we all share! We welcome your continued
support of St. John through prayer, participation in
St. John’s online ministries, and/or financial gifts, if
you’re able. More info on giving on page 8.
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Worship & Fellowship

Special Worship Services in Live Online Worship

December We've had wonderful online attendance for
worship throughout the pandemic. St. John will

Dec 6: Advent 2 Worship 9:30am (online) continue to offer online worship on Sundays at

Dec 13: Advent 3 Worship 9:30am (online) ' 9:30am and Wednesdays at 7:00pm. There are

Dec 20: (Advent 4) Virtual Children’s Christmas ~ 1'"e€ Options for attending worship remotely:

Program 9:30am (online) 1. Facebook Live:
Dec 20: Outdoor Christmas Worship Event— To join us for worship on Facebook Live, go to
evening (time TBA) | facebook.com/stjohnfargollive. A Facebook

Thursday, Dec 24: Christmas Eve worship online account is not required.

3:30pm: Worship Band
5:30pm: St. John Choir

2. Worship on Zoom:

Join the Zoom meeting on your computer by
copying and pasting this link into the URL box on
10:30pm: Contemplative * your browser: https://zoom.us/j/969546990127

Dec 27: Online Worship 9:30am (led by Concordia pwd=VmJSV3F0SzBoUURQqQIITR1ZJaDBFZz09

Campus Ministry) Or you can go to zoom.com (or open your Zoom
app), click on “join a meeting” and enter the
following when prompted:

Outdoor Christmas Worship | Mosting ID: 969 5469 9012

Event Passcode: 0EJFf7
You're invited to an outdoor Christmas worship 3. Worship by Phone:
event on Sunday, December 20 (weather | Dial: 1-312-626-6799 (long distance rates may apply)

permitting). We will gather that evening outside or

: : It will ask for your meeting ID.
in our cars for carols, readings, and a short

Christmas message. Time TBA. Dial: 969 5469 9012 then press #
A recording of this event will also be available It will ask for your participant ID. Press #

online later. It will ask for your meeting password.

Please watch your email for more information. We ' pial: 502823 then press #
will take precautions like we did for summer

outdoor worship. It will tell you that you are in the meeting, and how

many other people are listening by phone. In just a
moment, you will hear the service. You will not be
able to talk back. Thank you for joining us for
worship! If you would like to stay for fellowship
time and Adult Forum, please stay on the line.

If you're interested in attending, please sign up on
our Signup Genius (https:// |
www.signupgenius.com/
go/30E0A4AADAA2AA4F85-outdoor3), or by
contacting the office at 701-232-8521.



Worship & Fellowship cont'd

Wanted: Pics of Your Christmas MUGG Night

Decorations

We would love to celebrate Christmas by sharing
photos of your decorations at home! They will be
used before or after online worship one Sunday in
December, and possibly at our outdoor Christmas
worship event. Please email them to
office@stjohnfargo.com.

Worship December 27

The Concordia College Campus Ministry has
offered a virtual “lessons and carols”-type of
worship service for congregations to use the
Sunday after Christmas. A Christmas gift from
Concordia! So, we will be streaming that service
for everyone on Facebook live at 9:30am. We are
grateful to Concordia for this gift.

Zoom Fellowship

Between worship and Adult Forum on Sundays
(around 10:10am-10:30am), everyone is invited
to a virtual Fellowship time. This will be a time to
talk, laugh, catch up, and maybe make a new
connection!

For Fellowship, please use the same Zoom
information as listed in the “Live Online Worship”
article on page 2 to log into Zoom on your
computer or to call in by phone. If you're already
logged in for worship and would like to attend
fellowship, just stay logged in. You can choose to
stay for Adult Forum afterward. On Sundays
December 20, 27, and January 3, we will have
an extended fellowship time in place of Adult
Forum.

Men Under God’s Guidance

All men are invited to a virtual MUGG Night. On
Monday, December 14 at 5:30pm join us over
Zoom for a time of fellowship. Here is the Zoom
link: https://zoom.us/j/922450699337
pwd=NzRxNOVYyNW1JLzVpOUVOQkhkelprUT09
Or Meeting ID: 922 4506 9933

Passcode: mugg

Check out our new Facebook group!

Women & Wine

All women are invited to join us for food, drinks
and fun! Thursday, December 17 at 6:30pm on
Zoom.

Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/955906383727
pwd=ZHdkb2kwNVFTMktRYm5MV2FQNUIrUT09
Or Meeting ID: 955 9063 8372

Passcode: wine

Check out our new Facebook group!

Care for Creation
Virtual Movie Discussion

The St. John Care for Creation group invites you
to join in a virtual discussion on the documentary
film about regenerative agriculture entitled Kiss the
Ground. The discussion will take place over Zoom
on Wednesday, December 2 from 7:30pm-
8:30pm. (Zoom info below)

It is recommended, but not required, to watch the
film before the discussion. It is available on Nefflix.
We will not be watching the film during discussion.

Zoom link to virtual discussion: https://zoom.us/
/969546990127

pwd=VmJSV3F0SzBoUURQgQIITR1ZJaDBFZz09.
Meeting ID: 969 5469 9012; Passcode: OEJFf7 3



https://zoom.us/j/96954699012?pwd=VmJSV3F0SzBoUURqQllTR1ZJaDBFZz09
https://zoom.us/j/96954699012?pwd=VmJSV3F0SzBoUURqQllTR1ZJaDBFZz09
https://zoom.us/j/96954699012?pwd=VmJSV3F0SzBoUURqQllTR1ZJaDBFZz09

Bible Studies & Education

Adult Forums

Sundays at 10:30am on Zoom.

Dec 6 Dr. Eric Rothgery:

“World Religions: Zoroastrianism”

Dec 13 Rev. Dr. Erick Thompson: “Christmas -
Incarnation and Thin Places - What does
it look like to have the Kingdom of God
come near?”

Dec 20 Fellowship

Dec 27 Fellowship

Jan 3 Fellowship

Use the Zoom link from online worship (p. 2) or
Meeting ID: 969 5469 9012
Passcode: OEJFf7

Tuesday Bible Study

Tuesdays at 10:30am on Zoom.

Please join us for this pastor-led Bible study as
we dive deeper into the text for the

coming Sunday.

Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/914586077197?
pwd=cFY1NkkrNFZUCcitRRkZ3L1g3V0d0Odz09
Or Meeting ID: 914 5860 7719

Passcode: 0cMCqZ

Wednesday Bible Study

Wednesdays at 2:00pm on Zoom.

Everyone is welcome to join us! We will begin our
study of Philippians on December 2.

Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/936020926437?
pwd=MndGcW5KdIBzVKRhS0Z26T29UY0Zudz09
Or Meeting ID: 936 0209 2643

Passcode: 4pvdMA

Daily Devotions

A word of thanks to all the St. John members who
have written devotions for our community of faith
during this time of social distancing!

 If you are interested in sharing a devotion please

contact either Pastor Brian or Pastor Erick. Thank
you for sharing Christ's love with others!
—Pastor Brian

Daily Devotions can be found at stjohnfargo.com
or on our Facebook page. To get them emailed to
you daily, please email office@stjohnfargo.com,
OR to get them mailed to you weekly, please call
701-232-8521.

Book Club with Pastor Erick

We’'ll finish up our discussion on the book “Caste”
by Isabel Wilkerson on Monday, November 30 at
7:00pm and Tuesday, December 1 at 1:00pm.
Keep watching the announcements to find out
what we’ll read next!

Here is the Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/
(/880828193697
pwd=VIIVOXRNbTc1UEd2dmkyOER3NW9IxQT09
Or Meeting ID: 880 8281 9369

Passcode: 215273

St. John Book Club

This is the monthly book club that is made up of
St. John members and non-members alike. We
meet the first Monday of each month over Zoom,
with a different book to discuss each time. New
members are always welcome! Please contact
Jane Nissen (701-235-0436) for more information,
including the Zoom login.

This Year’s Book Schedule: (7:00pm on Zoom)

Dec 7 This Tender Land by William Kent Krueger
Jan 4 H is for Hawk by Helen McDonald

Feb 1 Caste by Isabel Wilkerson

Mar 1 Beneath a Scarlet Sky by Mark Sullivan

Apr 5 Lies My Teacher Told Me
by James W. Loewen

May 3 The Story of More by Hope Lahren


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88082819369?pwd=VllVOXRNbTc1UEd2dmkyOER3NW9xQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88082819369?pwd=VllVOXRNbTc1UEd2dmkyOER3NW9xQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88082819369?pwd=VllVOXRNbTc1UEd2dmkyOER3NW9xQT09

Children, Youth, & Family

Cross+Walk Sunday School
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Please join us in December as we celebrate Jesus,

God'’s greatest gift (ereThink Group) by studying the
Christmas story!

Sundays from 10:30am-11:00am on Zoom.
Zoom link:

https://zoom.us/j/993930270787
pwd=VS85NMZPT2JLSTZEekJ1dWI5c0pvUT09

Or Meeting ID: 993 9302 7078

Passcode: Crosswalk

Cross+Walk Sunday School has always had a
focus on family faith formation, and this year we
get to double down on family. Thanks to Zoom, we
will still get to meet as one large group, for a short
time of songs, stories, and a bit of silliness. But
where this digital environment really shines is in
Family Small Groups. You and your family will
have a setting to sit together and open the Bible.
We put together step-by-step guides to walk you
through a simple Bible activity and to talk together
about the promises of God for you and the world.
And you’ll be paired up with another family or two
for a comfortable and intimate group to walk
through this together.

Blessings,

Erin Bjerke, Youth Education Director

Virtual Christmas Program

All kids age 3 through grade 5 and their families
are invited to participate in our virtual Christmas
Program! This is an opportunity for you to read or
act out the Christmas story, sing, play an
instrument, or even read a poem! We’re excited to
have as many families participate as possible.

We will ask interested families to make a video
recording of themselves performing their part and
send it to us. Videos are due by December 6. If
you’re interested in participating, but can’t get your
video in by December 6, please contact Erin at
office@stjohnfargo.com.

Everyone’s recordings will then be edited together
(we might not have space to use everything you
send us), and we will make sure that everyone is
featured. We will premiere the video during
worship on Sunday, December 20 at 9:30am on
Facebook Live.

Milestones Ministry

Upcoming Milestones:
3rd Grade “Ten Commandments”: Jan 17 & 24
Kindergarten “Kids & Money”: Feb 14, 21

For more information, please contact Erin at
ebjerke@stjohnfargo.com or 701-232-8521.

Parent Small Group

Next meeting: Monday, December 14 from
8:30pm-9:30pm on Zoom. This is a time for
parents to connect with one another and talk about
what’s on their mind, including the unique
challenges of parenting an elementary schooler
during the pandemic, and take time to center
themselves and pray.

Here is the Zoom link: https://zoom.us/
(/918263636007

pwd=MWV5VExidVF5bTFvSkhaY2RCUOQOptdz09
5




Children, Youth, & Family cont'd

6th-8th Grade Confirmation

Wednesdays from 6:00pm-6:50pm on Zoom.

Confirmation Schedule for November

Dec 2 Learning #5 (Ten Commandments)

Dec 9 Learning #6 (Apostles’ Creed 1% Article)
Dec 16  Learning #7 (Apostles’ Creed 2™ Article)
Dec 23 Fellowship Event

Dec 30 NO CLASS (Christmas Break)

Jan 6 Learning #8 (Apostles’ Creed 3™ Article)

Confirmation Zoom Meeting Link:

https://zoom.us/j/944443534877
pwd=YmNpa05XMXE2eDkvZGpySONPZmpLQT09

Or Meeting ID: 944 4435 3487

Passcode: confirm

9th Grade Confirmation

Our 9th grade Confirmation students will be
meeting on the first Wednesday of the month from
7:00pm-7:30pm on Zoom. We will be using a peer
ministry resource to guide our discussion. Ninth
graders are encouraged to stay for High School
Youth Group afterward.

Dec 2 Human - Welcoming a Friend

Jan 6 Hurt - Understanding a Friend

Feb 3 Help - Helping a Friend

Mar 3 Hands - Walking beside a Friend

Apr 7  Confirmation Worship Service Planning

and Review of Experience

Please use the same Zoom login info as 6th-8th
Grade Confirmation above.

High School Youth Group

All youth grades 9-12 are invited to join Jeremy on
Zoom on Wednesdays from 7:30pm-8:30pm.
This will be a time of fellowship and catching up
with each other.

Please contact Jeremy for the Zoom link:
jeremy@stjohnfargo.com

A Note from Jeremy...

In the last year, we've (necessarily) put up barriers
in our lives. We keep social distance, we cover our
faces, we refrain from meeting in person when
possible, and we find it difficult to worship together.
Some barriers are good, other barriers are not.
Recently, I've been working toward eliminating
barriers to worship. We can't meet together
physically, but that doesn't mean we can't worship
together. We can't bring the choir together, but we
digitally bring our voices together. We can't see
each other in large groups, but we can see pictures
of many of us in funny Halloween costumes or as
kids, playing. We can't just show up at church, but
we can have the church show up in front of us. My
goal is to eliminate as many unnecessary barriers
to worship together as | can. Thank you to all who
have been contributing to this communal worship
by sending in pictures or videos, watching and
commenting on the live stream, or praying from
home! If you haven't had a chance to get involved
yet, there are still plenty of ways for you to bless
others by just being you - and | will walk you
through them! Give me a call, text, or email and
we'll see you in worship!

Peace,

Jeremy Maahs, Youth Programming Director

jeremy@stjohnfargo.com



Children, Youth, & Family cont'd

Family Game Time

Please join us on Zoom for some fun for the whole
family! On Sunday December 13, from 4:00pm-
5:00pm, everyone is invited to join us for some
Jackbox games, and maybe even some fun trivia!
You'll need a computer or tablet to connect to
Zoom and a smartphone or tablet to use as your
game controller. Here is the Zoom link: https://
zoom.us/j/930852131817?
pwd=emIKdOFONkNsajJURzI5ZWJseGx1dz09

Or Meeting ID: 930 8521 3181
Passcode: OgvESG

Family Pen Pals

| don’t know about you, but I love sending and
receiving letters! That’'s why we’ve started a new
children’s activity called Family Pen Pals. This is a
no-tech, Covid-safe way for families from St. John
to get to know each other during the pandemic.

Families with children from age 3 through grade 5
are invited to participate. Interested families sign
up and are then assigned another family to be
their Pen Pal. Families are expected to write to
their Pen Pal Family about once per month. Need
ideas? You can find weekly writing prompts in the
weekly Cross+Walk Sunday School emails and on
the Children, Youth, & Family Facebook page.

You can still sign up by emailing Erin at
ebjerke@stjohnfargo.com.

I'm so excited for our families to write to each
other!

—Erin Bjerke, Youth Education Director

Kids’ Coloring Time
Tuesdays from 3:30pm-4:15pm on Zoom.

Erin will be hosting a time for kids to get together
over Zoom and color! Erin will email out a coloring
sheet that you can print, or use your own. This will
be a time to catch up with each other and hang out
while we do something creative.

Here is the Zoom link: https://zoom.us/
/988517535847
pwd=alB3WmIhVEoxWnQ2UIpBd2IzL3ZoQT09

Or Meeting ID: 988 5175 3584
Passcode: 2wXpEe

Preschool News

This season is filled with traditions at St. John
Christian Preschool.

November: We had horse-drawn carriage rides
around the neighborhood with Rusty K Ranch. We
got to meet live turkey sisters, Evelina and
Anneeva and then carved paper bag turkeys filled
with snacks that helped us retell the story of
Thanksgiving. We made cards and banners for
local healthcare workers to show our appreciation.
Did you know we currently serve 35 children of
essential workers?

December: Our Christmas Program will be a
watch-at-home video filled with singing, Nativity
dress up, festive sweater day, gingerbread
activities, and lots of hands-on learning about the
birth of Jesus. We are excited about our Nativity
scene costumes for children to wear while we
learn the true meaning of Christmas. Gingerbread
Nativity kits will be provided for all preschool
families to complete at home. The joy of the
season is easily remembered when working with
children. We wish you a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year!

—Jana Bruhschwein, Preschool Director



Announcements

Music Notes - Giving at Year-End

Worship Experiences this Month Please note that any contributions credited to 2020
Sunday Worship will include the lighting of the - must be received by St. John via regular mail (or
Advent Candle. We are looking for families who automatic withdrawal) prior to December 31. Given
would be willing to light a candle (or candles) at the high volume of mail that will likely be flowing
home and do the reading with it. (video) through the USPS it is suggested that any

‘ contributions be postmarked at least a week
beforehand in order to be received on time.
Contributions received in 2021 will be credited to
2021. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, safety, and
limited in-office staffing, contributions will not be

Christmas Eve accepted at the church office.

Wednesday Worship will be the MARTY HAUGEN
HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER SERVICE. Take
twenty minutes to sing through a meaningful liturgy
Wednesdays at 7:00pm. ‘

Thursday, December 24 we will have a traditional ‘ 2020 contribution reports will be mailed during the
Christmas Eve Service livestreamed at 5:30pm. month of January.

The choir will sing with the hymns, Lessons &
Carols and a Christmas sermon.

Questions? Please contact John at
finance@stjohnfargo.com.

We will also provide a Worship Band Christmas ‘
Service online at 3:30pm. This will also be a Concordia College Virtual
Lessons & Carols with worship band’s version of
the Christmas Hymns.

We will possibly be providing a third reflective
Christmas service with the hymns led and
accompanied by Jay & Marilyn Goos.

St. John Choir and ANYONE ELSE who sings: |

will be looking for at least 15 people to record

themselves singing to the Christmas hymns: “O

Holy Night,” descant to “O Come All Ye Faithful,”

etc. | hope to have the accompaniment for these

ready and out by the time you read this. If you want . , _ .

to sing and didn’t receive any information, please Concordia College’s 2020 Christmas concert, "Sun

call Dawn right away at 701-388-4200. The more, of Justice, Reveal the Dawn” will be available for

the merrier!!l! online viewing December 18-27. Please register for
this free concert at ConcordiaChristmas.com.

Thank you to all the musicians and readers and ‘
Assisting ministers who have participated in

worship these past months. Thank you to all the
people who sent in Halloween pictures and “What
I’'m thankful for” videos. It's important to “see” each ‘
other, even if it's only in pictures!!

Stephen Ministry

If you’re emotionally struggling now during the
pandemic, please contact one of our Stephen
leaders for more information about Stephen
—Dawn Papenfuss, Director of Music Ministry: Pastor Brian: 701-212-5214

' Sue Erickson: 701-541-0847



Announcements Cont'd

Sundays At-a-Glance

9:30am: Worship (Facebook Live & Zoom)
10:10am-10:30am: Fellowship (Zoom)
10:30am-11:15am: Adult Forum (Zoom)
10:30am-11:00am: Cross+Walk Sunday School (Zoom)

Worship, Fellowship, and Adult Forum will all be accessible using the same Zoom link.

AmazonSmile

Did you know that you can donate to St. John by shopping
on Amazon.com? It's easy! When you do your Amazon
shopping, just go to smile.Amazon.com and choose St.
John Lutheran Church as your charitable organization.
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of eligible

AmazonSmile purchases to St. John!

Attention Snowbirds

If you will be living at a different address this
winter and would like church correspondence
delivered to you without interruption, please
call or email the church office at
701-232-8521; office@stjohnfargo.com.
Please confirm to us your winter address and
tell us which date to begin using it and which
date to switch back to your local address.
Thank you!

St. John Church Council

Contact Us
St. John Lutheran Church
1710 5th Street South, Fargo, North Dakota 58103
701-232-8521
email: office@stjohnfargo.com
website: www.stjohnfargo.com
The Ministry Team of St. John:
All the People of God, along with
Senior Pastor: Rev. Dr. Erick J. Thompson
Associate Pastor: Rev. Brian Hansen
Director of Music/Organist: Dawn Papenfuss
Youth Education Director & Office Secretary: Erin Bjerke
Youth Programming Director: Jeremy Maahs
Office & Finance Manager: John Bell
Facility Assistant: Jordan Erickson
St. John Christian Preschool Director: Jana Bruhschwein

2019-2021 Amanda Holt President

2019-2021 Charlotte Ronson Vice President Preschool Teachers: Kellie Knodel, Cheryl Dietz,
2019-2021 Ron Twedt Vice President Katie Mare, Katie Maple, Michele Wangen,
2019-2021 Gail Reierson Worship & Music Shelley Krosbakken, Jami Olson

2019-2021 AJ Klein Membership Accompanists: Suzanne Schultz & Marcia Bettenhausen
2020-2022 Kate Syverson  Youth Education Handbell Director: Jessica Westgard Larson

2020-2022 Michael Westhoff Social Concerns Articles accepted before

2020-2022  Sadie Thompson Youth Programming 5:00pm on December 18th for the January 2021 Herald.
2020-2022 Mike Williams Property
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